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AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
1211 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10036
Wallace E. Olson, President
AICPA
OBJECTIVES
To organize the body of accounting 
knowledge; to conduct research; to enforce 
the profession’s technical and ethical 
standards; to guide the profession’s overall 
development along lines serving the broadest 
public interest; to encourage cooperation 
between CPAs and professional accountants 
in other countries.
MEMBERSHIP
Over 136,000 CPAs, doubled since 1968. 
Public accounting 57.5%; industry, 36.0%; 
government, 3.5%; education, 3.0%.
COMMITTEES
140, representing 1,500 volunteers
STAFF











American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants 
1211 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, N.Y. 10036
IMPORTANT AICPA BODIES
Governing Council—determines Institute 
programs and policies. Its 250 members 
represent every state and U.S. territory. Meets 
twice yearly.
Board of Directors—acts as executive 
committee of Council, directing Institute 
activities between Council meetings.
Membership recently expanded to include three 
representatives of the public.
Accounting Standards Division—Institute’s 
official voice on financial standards. Maintains 
liaison with Cost Accounting Standards Board, 
Financial Accounting Standards Board. Issues 
Statements of Position on current accounting 
issues for professional guidance pending FASB 
action.
Auditing Standards Division—issues 
profession’s authoritative audit standards and 
interpretations, Industry Audit Guides.
Board of Examiners —prepares and grades 
Uniform CPA Examination used by 54 state 
boards of accountancy for testing 50,000 CPA 
candidates semiannually.
Continuing Professional Education
Division—supplies 3,000 state society 
presentations of 125 group study courses. Offers 
145 self-study courses, 35 mini-courses, and 
local office training programs. Annual 
enrollment: 72,000 CPAs. Total hours of 
instruction: 1.25 million per year.
Federal Taxation Executive Committee—takes 
official positions in behalf of profession on tax- 
related matters. Issues guidelines on CPAs’ 
responsibilities in tax practice. Reviews and 
comments on federal tax laws and regulations.
Federal Government and Legislative Affairs 
Divisions—communicate profession’s views on 
technical issues to federal legislators and 
regulatory authorities.
Information Retrieval Department—through 
National Automated Accounting Research 
System, enables computer-assisted research of 
published annual reports to shareholders of 
over 4,000 U.S. companies.
Library—maintains most comprehensive U.S. 
collection of published materials on accounting 
and related subjects (17,500 books and bound 
magazines, 48,000 pamphlets), publishes 
annual Accountants’ Index. Receives 13,000 
visitors, 28,000 inquiries annually.
Management Advisory Services
Division —publishes standards and guidelines 
for CPAs engaged in management consultation.
Meetings and Travel Department—arranges 18 
major conferences, 600 committee and task 
force meetings* yearly.
Professional Ethics Executive
Committee—develops standards of ethics and 
promotes voluntary compliance. Presents 
apparent violations of these standards and 
AICPA bylaws to Joint Trial Board for possible 
disciplinary action.
For information, special reports, 
interviews, Contact:
Public and State Society Relations Division 
Bradford E. Smith, Director 
(212) 575-3877
Technical Services Division—supplies 
information on auditing and accounting matters 
through Technical Information Services (6,000 
phone calls, 400 letters yearly) and various 
professional publications.
Division for Firms—authorized by Council in 
September 1977 “to improve the quality of 
services provided by CPA firms.” Private 
Companies Practice Section focuses on 
activities of accounting firms serving clients 
whose securities are not publicly traded. SEC 
Practice Section establishes requirements for 
participant firms’ practice before Securities and 
Exchange Commission, maintains a system of 
peer review, imposes sanctions, is monitored by 
an independent Public Oversight Board. 
Participation in either section is voluntary and 
open on equal terms to all firms.
PUBLICATIONS
Technical—Statements on Auditing Standards, 
Industry Audit Guides, Statements of Position on 
accounting issues.
General—Accounting Trends and Techniques, 
Financial Report Surveys, Management of an 
Accounting Practice (MAP) Handbook, about 50 new 
professional titles yearly.
Periodicals—Journal of Accountancy, The CPA 
Letter, The CPA Practitioner, The CPA Client 
Bulletin, The Tax Adviser.
Total items of information issued yearly: 40 million.
* For information on meetings open to the public, 
call (212) 5755694.
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